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ABSTRACT 

 

APPLICATION OF PROBLEM BASED LEARNING MODEL TO 

IMPROVE STUDENTS' CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN CLASS IV 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IPAS SUBJECT 

 

NINAH SITI AISAH 

NIM 20060285 

 

The goal of this research is to find out if problem-based learning models have 

helped fourth graders in elementary school improve their critical thinking skills, if 

students have had trouble doing so, and if teachers have had trouble helping fourth 

graders in primary schools improve their critical thinking skills. This study 

utilized the mix method, which is a mixed research approach. One way to conduct 

research is with the Mix Method, which combines qualitative and quantitative 

approaches. The methodology used is Explanatory Sequential Design, which 

involves collecting quantitative data initially and then explaining it using 

qualitative data. The research design used is a single group pretest-posttest. A 

single-group pretest-posttest strategy is a kind of pre-experimental design in 

which the same group of people are tested before and after the experiment. The 

research is being conducted in a school located in Cigugur Tengah Village. The 

study's subjects were thirty-five fourth graders, fifteen of whom were female and 

fifteen of whom were male. The statistical information for this study is derived 

from written tests and skill assessments. Quantitative data is collected through the 

use of printed examinations and skill assessments. Interviews, surveys, and 

participant observation are examples of qualitative methods that can be used with 

both students and instructors. The results of the study suggest that fourth graders 

are being guided to strengthen their critical thinking skills through the use of more 

inquiry models in the classroom. The moderate interpretation includes an average 

N-Gain Score of 0.39, which proves this. However, when the N-Gain Score (%) is 

examined based on its percentage of effectiveness, it is 38.67%, which is also 

included in the moderate interpretation. Students' challenges include not being 

interested in IPAS learning, having trouble understanding the content, having 

trouble drawing conclusions from the conversation, and having trouble 

articulating the discussion's outcomes during the interview. The limitations of 

instructional aids, the absence of infrastructure and package book facilities, the 

challenge of conditioning pupils, and the suboptimal application of the problem-

based learning paradigm during instruction are among the challenges faced by 

educators.  

 

Keywords: The capacity for critical thought, the “problem-based learning 

model”, My Indonesia Has a Diverse Cultural Landscape 
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ABSTRAK 

 

PENERAPAN MODEL PROBLEM BASED LEARNING UNTUK 

MENINGKATKAN KEMAMPUAN BERPIKIR KRITIS SISWA PADA 

MATA PELAJARAN IPAS KELAS IV SEKOLAH DASAR 

 

NINAH SITI AISAH 

NIM 20060285 

 

Tim peneliti di balik studi ini bermaksud menjawab tiga pertanyaan: (a) dapatkah 

model pembelajaran berbasis masalah membantu siswa kelas empat di sekolah 

dasar meningkatkan keterampilan berpikir kritis mereka? (b) apakah siswa 

mengalami kesulitan ketika mencoba melakukannya? (c) apakah guru mengalami 

kesulitan ketika membantu siswa mengembangkan keterampilan berpikir kritis 

mereka? Studi ini menggunakan mix methode, yang juga disebut Penelitian 

metode gabungan. Studi mix methode memadukan pendekatan kualitatif dan 

kuantitatif. Studi ini menggunakan Desain Sekuensial Eksplanatori, yang 

memerlukan pengumpulan data kuantitatif terlebih dahulu dan kemudian 

memberikan penjelasan untuk data kualitatif. Desain penelitian yang digunakan 

adalah pretest dan posttest kelompok tunggal atau bisa disebut One Sample T-

Test. Desain pretest dan posttest kelompok tunggal adalah jenis desain pra-

eksperimental di mana satu kelompok mengambil pretest dan posttest. Investigasi 

dilakukan di salah satu sekolah Desa Cigugur Tengah. Lima belas siswa sekolah 

dasar laki-laki dan lima belas siswa perempuan di kelas empat mereka menjadi 

subjek penelitian. Pertanyaan tes tertulis dan penilaian keterampilan digunakan 

untuk mengumpulkan data kuantitatif untuk penelitian ini, sementara kuesioner 

dengan tanggapan dari siswa dan guru, wawancara, dan pengamatan dari kedua 

kelompok orang digunakan untuk mengumpulkan data kualitatif. Berdasarkan 

temuan penelitian, dapat disimpulkan bahwa lebih banyak model penyelidikan 

digunakan untuk membantu murid sekolah dasar kelas IV mengembangkan 

kemampuan berpikir kritis mereka. Baik makna sedang sebesar 0,39 untuk hasil 

uji Skor N-Gain rata-rata maupun makna sedang sebesar 38,67% untuk Skor N-

Gain sebagai persentase efektivitas menunjukkan hal ini. Siswa berjuang dengan 

memahami topik, menunjukkan sedikit minat dalam mempelajari sains, menarik 

kesimpulan dari hasil diskusi, dan menyampaikan hasil diskusi secara efektif 

dalam wawancara. Guru menghadapi beberapa tantangan, termasuk sumber daya 

yang tidak memadai untuk alat bantu pengajaran, fasilitas dan infrastruktur yang 

tidak memadai untuk buku teks, masalah pengkondisian siswa, dan implementasi 

suboptimal dari paradigma pembelajaran berbasis masalah selama instruksi.  

 

Kata Kunci: Keterampilan Berpikir Kritis, Kerangka Kerja Pembelajaran 

Berbasis Masalah, dan Keberagaman Budaya Indonesia 
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